
Bible Readings 
suitable for Wedding Services 

 

The following is a selection of readings that may be used in wedding services.  
Other readings from the Bible or from other sources may also be used.  
At least one reading in a wedding service must be from the bible. 

 

Old Testament Readings 
 

Genesis 1:26-31 - Creation of humankind 
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  So God created 
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  God 
blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth."  God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.  And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

Song of Songs 8:6-7 - Love’s Power 
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, passion fierce as 
the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame.  Many waters cannot quench love, neither can 
floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly scorned. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12- The Value of a Friend 
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.  For if they fall, one will lift up 
the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help.  Again, if two lie 
together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone?  And though one might prevail against 
another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 

Psalms 
 

Psalm 23 – The Lord is My Shepherd 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside 
still waters;  he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.  Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD my whole life long. 
 

Psalm 100 – God’s Steadfast Love Endures Forever 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence 
with singing.  Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to 
him, bless his name.  For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations. 



New Testament Readings 
 

1 John 4:7-16 – God is Love 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  God's love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in 
him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.  God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God.  So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
 

Romans 12:9-18 - Marks of the True Christian 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 
 

1 Corinthians 13 – The Gift of Love 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient; love 
is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant  or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will 
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we know 
only in part, and we prophesy only in part;  but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end.  When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became 
an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  And now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

Colossians 3:12-17 - New Life in Christ 
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

 



Gospel Readings 
 

Matthew 5:1-12 - The Beatitudes 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.  
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  "Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth.  "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.  "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God.  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  "Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are you when 
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
 

John 15:12-17 - The Commandment of Love 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another. 
 

Matthew 22:34-40 - The Greatest Commandment 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together,  and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?"  He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.'  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 'You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 
 


